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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This report summarizes key legislation and appropriations from the 2024 state legislative session. It covers topics like broadband, housing, taxes, and local government regulations.
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Broadband and Cybersecurity
Cybersecurity Funding

1 @ Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Funding

$100 million allocated for Broadband Equity, Access, and

Deployment program.

2  Cybersecurity Grants

$40 million provided for Local Government Cybersecurity Grants.

3  Broadband Expansion

Four-year extension of promotional pole attachment rates for

underserved areas.
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Affordable Housing Initiatives | (SB 328)

Floor Area Ratio

Restrictions on counties limiting floor area ratio for certain developments.

Height Regulation

Counties granted authority to regulate development height in specific

situations.

Tax Exemptions

Revised criteria for multifamily projects’ eligibility as charitable properties.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CS/CS/SB 328 - This legislation restricts counties and municipalities from limiting the floor area ratio of specific developments under certain conditions. It grants them authority to regulate the height of these developments in certain situations. Additionally, it mandates that counties and municipalities maintain specific policies on their websites. Moreover, it revises the criteria for considering multifamily projects as properties used for charitable purposes, affecting their eligibility for property tax exemptions.
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Public Camping and Sleeping Regulations | HB 1365

Prohibition 1

Counties prohibited from authorizing regular camping or sleeping on

public property.
) Exceptions

Law doesn't apply during state of emergency or with local officer

declaration.
Designated Areas 3 eclaration

Counties can designate public property for camping by majority vote.
4 Civil Action

Residents can bring civil action against counties allowing unlawful public

camping, effective January 1, 2025.
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Effective October 1, 2024, the new law would prohibit counties and municipalities from authorizing individuals to regularly sleep or camp on public property, at public buildings, or on public rights-of-way within their jurisdictions. The only time this law would not apply is when the Governor calls for a state of emergency or when local officers have declared a local state of emergency.
 
Counties and municipalities are authorized to designate public property for public camping or sleeping by majority vote. If the designated property is within the boundaries of a municipality, the designation is contingent upon the concurrence of the municipality by majority vote of the municipality’s governing body. The designated property must be certified by the Department of Children and Families before use. The property cannot be used continuously for longer than 1 year and must meet specific minimum standards and procedures.

Effective January 1, 2025, the bill authorizes a resident, local business owner, or the Attorney General to bring a civil action against a county or municipality to enjoin practices of allowing unlawful sleeping or camping on public property. When filing an application for an injunction, the plaintiff must also file an affidavit demonstrating that the governmental entity has been notified of the problem and that the problem has not been cured. A prevailing plaintiff may recover reasonable expenses incurred in bringing the action.
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Tax Holidays | CS/HB 7073

Back-to-School

Disaster
Preparedness

Freedom Month

Tool Time

14 days

Two 14-day periods

July 2024

7 days

$97.2M savings

$80.2M savings

$90.5M savings

$19.8M savings
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The tax bill also addressed the following:

Insurance premiums
For one year, insurers will be required to provide discounts to residential policy holders for the insurance premium tax (1.75 percent) and the fire marshal regulatory assessment (currently 1.0 percent on fire policies). In addition, another 1.75 percent discount is required for a policy, contract, or endorsement providing personal or commercial flood insurance. Insurers can recover 100 percent of the discounts by taking a credit against insurance premium taxes due. Applies to policies with an effective date between October 1, 2024, and September 30, 2025. Savings - This is expected to lower insurance premiums by at least $500 million.

Property Taxes
Rebuilding Homestead Property – The home in which a property owner may begin rebuilding homestead property that has been damaged or destroyed by misfortune or calamity and continue to maintain homestead property tax benefits is extended from three years to five years. Estimated Local Tax Savings of $0.9 million (recurring).
 
Affordable Housing - Last year’s Live Local Act provided property tax exemptions for affordable housing. For Monroe County only, the number of units that must be set aside as affordable will be reduced from 70 to 10. It also clarifies that the property appraiser, when assessing a unit, must include the proportionate share of the residential common areas, including the land, attributable to such unit. Taxing authorities will be able to opt out of offering the exemption if the county has a surplus of available affordable housing. Since the Monroe County changes and opt-out provisions for all jurisdictions are discretionary, the impact is indeterminate. However, if all jurisdictions that currently qualify were to opt-out, it would increase local property taxes by
$134.6 annually. The Tax Savings/Increase is Indeterminate.
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Local Government Regulations

Teleconferencing | HB 157

While it didn’t pass this year, the proposal would allow
municipalities to conduct business through teleconferencing in

specific situations.

Citizen Advisory Committees | CS/CS/SB 224

Regional citizen volunteer advisory committees authorized to
hold public meetings using communication media technology.
It also outlines notice requirements for these meetings or
workshops conducted through communication media

technology, ensuring transparency and accessibility.

@ Made with Gamma


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

My Safe Florida Home Program and Condo Pilot Program

My Safe FL Home Program

Funding for Storm Damage
& & During Special Session 2022-D (SB 2-D), the

Provide inspections and grants for condo associations to Legislature reestablished the My Safe Florida
mitigate hurricane damage. Home Program to provide financial incentives
for property owners to obtain free home

inspections which identify mitigation measures

and provide grants, reducing vulnerability to

Grant Matching

hurricane damage and helping decrease the
Mandates that grants be matched by the association at $1 cost of property insurance.
for every $2 provided by the state, with specific limitations $200 million for additional grants available

for roof and opening protection projects. in FY 2024-25.

@ Made with Gamma
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My Safe Florida Home Program
In May 2022, during Special Session 2022-D (SB 2-D), the Legislature reestablished the My Safe Florida Home Program to provide financial incentives for property owners to obtain free home inspections which identify mitigation measures and provide grants, reducing vulnerability to hurricane damage and helping decrease the cost of property insurance. The Legislature appropriated $150 million for the program. 

During the 2023 Legislative Session, an additional $100 million was appropriated. During Special Session 2023-C, HB 1-C appropriated $176 million for the backlog of 17,617 grant applications that had been awaiting funding. 

This year, SB 7028, by Senator Boyd, increases eligible improvements and implements policies for prioritization. Specifically, this bill prioritizes low-income seniors, helping Florida’s senior citizens remain in their homes and live out their golden years in safety and financial security. The bill appropriates $200 million for additional grants.

CS/CS/CS/HB 1029 – My Safe Florida Condominium Pilot Program, by Rep. LaMarca
The legislation was approved by the Governor on April 24, 2024 | Chapter No. 2024-108
The new law will provide inspections and grants for condominium associations to mitigate hurricane damage, subject to legislative appropriations. The legislation further defines relevant terms including "association," "condominium," and "mitigation grant." It requires associations to receive approval from their board, or a majority of voting interests to apply for an inspection or grant. The law further:
 
Mandates that grants be matched by the association at $1 for every $2 provided by the state, with specific limitations for roof and opening protection projects.
Allows associations to select their own contractors, provided they meet state licensing requirements.
Sets a maximum state contribution per association and outlines eligible improvements like opening protection and roof reinforcement.
Requires a final inspection to verify completion of mitigation projects in accordance with program guidelines and building codes.
Stipulates funding for projects must be matched by associations, detailing specific grant amounts for types of mitigation efforts and maximum awards.
Prohibits the use of grants for improvements identical to those previously installed or to pay insurance deductibles for damage included in the grant application.
Outlines the process for collecting and verifying inspection and grant application information, possibly through electronic means.
Instructs the department to contract with third parties for various services, implement quality assurance and reinspection programs, and submit annual reports to the legislature on the program's activities and expenditures.
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FAILED Vacation Rentals Regulations

Tax Payment

1 Operators required to pay taxes when listing on advertising platforms.

Local Regulations

2 Grandfathering of certain county laws on vacation rental registration.

Occupancy Limits

3 Maximum overnight occupancy requirements exempt from 15-day cure period.
Advertising Platforms
4 Reporting requirements for vacation rental listings modified.

@ Made with Gamma
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CS/CS/SB 280 – Vacation Rentals, by Sen. DiCeglie.
This bill failed to pass.
 
The amended bill, if signed into law, would make the following modifications:
Provide for the payment of taxes by the operator listing a vacation rental with an advertising platform.
“Grandfather” any county law, ordinance, or regulation initially adopted on or before January 1, 2016, that established county registration requirements for rental of vacation rentals, and any amendments thereto adopted before January 1, 2024. However, such county law, ordinance, or regulation may not be amended or altered except to be less restrictive or to adopt registration requirements as provided in the bill. The only county that would be grandfathered is Flagler County.
Remove a provision allowing local governments to fine a vacation rental operator for failure to provide the division with the unique local registration number.
Exempt maximum overnight occupancy requirements from the 15-day cure period before a vacation rental may be fined for violations of the registration requirements.
Limit liens for unpaid fines to the real property where the violation occurred.
Clarify that the temporary vacation rental license becomes permanent upon final agency action granting the vacation rental license.
Delete the requirement for advertising platforms to verify the vacation rental license number with the unique identifier and local registration number, if applicable, before it publishes the advertisement.
Delete the requirement that advertising platforms notify the Division of Hotels and Restaurants within 15 days after any advertisement or listing fails to display a valid license number and, if applicable, local registration number.
Limit the information advertising platforms must report to the division each quarter to be the Internet address of the advertisement, and the vacation rental license number and, if applicable, the local registration number.
 
Additionally, the local registration program can still:
Charge a reasonable registration and inspection fee.
Maintain the maximum overnight occupancy to not exceed either two persons per bedroom, plus an additional two persons in one common area; or more than two persons per bedroom if there is at least 50 square feet per person, plus an additional two persons in one common area, whichever is greater.
Local government may revoke or refuse to renew a vacation rental registration if:
The vacation rental registration has been suspended three times.
Unsatisfied and recorded municipal lien (after 60-day cure period).
Subject to final order/judgment directing the termination of premises’ use as a vacation rental.
Local government may suspend a registration for a period of:
Up to 30 days for one or more violations on 5 separate days during a 60-day period;
Up to 60 days for one or more violations on 5 separate days during a 30-day period; or
Up to 90 days for one or more violations after two prior suspensions of a vacation rental registration.
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Public-Private Partnerships

Alternative Process

New process for local governments to enter partnerships through

unsolicited proposals.

Public Meetings

Two public meetings required to determine project's public interest.

Transparency

Mandated publication of report in Florida Administrative Register for 7 < o

days. ===
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HB 781 – Public Private Partnerships, by Rep. Clemons
The legislation was approved by the Governor on April 15, 2024 | Chapter No. 2024-96.
 
The legislation provides an alternative process for local governments to enter public-private partnership offered by an unsolicited proposal. The legislation authorizes public entities to publish notices for unsolicited proposals at their discretion, detailing the acceptance of other proposals for the project and setting a proposal acceptance timeframe between 21 to 120 days. Further, the legislation:
 
Allows public entities to bypass the public bidding process if they conduct a public meeting to present the proposal, allow public comment, and subsequently hold a second meeting to determine the project's public interest.
Requires consideration of benefits to the public, financial structure, proposer's qualifications, project compatibility with regional plans, and public comments before deciding on proceeding without a public bidding process.
Mandates publication of a report in the Florida Administrative Register for at least 7 days, including the public interest determination and supporting factors, if proceeding without public bidding.
Stipulates that before approving a comprehensive agreement, the public entity must ensure the project is in the public's interest, outlines ownership conditions, identifies safeguards against additional costs or service disruptions, and ensures capacity addition provisions.
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Building Regulations and Permit
Permit Timelines

1 Application Review

Local governments must provide written notice within 5 business

days of application receipt.

[zji Approval Timelines

30-60 business days for most residential permits, depending on

structure size.

3 Expedited Process

10-12 business days for certain applications using private providers
or CDBG programs.
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CS/CS/CS/HB 267 – Building Regulations, by Rep. Esposito
The legislation was approved by the Governor on May 16, 2024 | Chapter No. 2024-191
 
The legislation revises standards and time frames for the issuance of building permits by local governments, including the time frames for determining whether an application is complete, whether additional information is necessary for the application to be deemed complete and whether the application is approved or denied. The bill requires a local government to provide written notice to an applicant within five business days (reduced from 10) after receipt of an application advising the applicant what information, if any, is needed to deem the application complete. In addition, the bill requires a local government to approve, approve with conditions or deny a complete building permit application, as follows:
 
Within 30 business days after receiving a complete and sufficient application if an applicant uses a local government plans reviewer to obtain the following building permits if the structure is less than 7,500 square feet: a single-family residential unit or dwelling, accessory structure, alarm, electrical, irrigation, landscaping, mechanical, plumbing or roofing.
Within 60 business days after receiving a complete and sufficient application if an applicant uses a local government plans reviewer to obtain the following building permits if the structure is 7,500 square feet or more: residential units, accessory structure, alarm, electrical, irrigation, landscaping, mechanical, plumbing or roofing.
Within 60 days after receiving a complete and sufficient application if an applicant uses a local government plans reviewer to obtain the following building permits: signs or nonresidential buildings that are less than 25,000 square feet.
Within 60 business days after receiving a complete and sufficient application if an applicant uses a local government plans reviewer to obtain the following building permits: multifamily residential not exceeding 50 units; site-plan approvals and subdivision plats not requiring public hearing or public notice; and lot grading and site alteration.
Within 12 business days after receiving a complete and sufficient application if an applicant uses a master building permit consistent with Section 553.794, Florida Statutes, to obtain a site- specific building permit.
Within 10 business days after receiving a complete and sufficient application for an applicant for a single-family residential dwelling applied for by a Florida-licensed contractor on behalf of a property owner who participates in a Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery program, except as specified.
Within 10 business days for applicants using an engineer or architect private provider who affixes her or her professional seal to the required affidavit.
 
These time frames may be waived in writing by an applicant. A local government may not require waiver of the time frames as a condition precedent to reviewing a building permit application. The bill removes from current law the procedure by which local governments may make up to three requests for additional information from an applicant. If a local government fails to meet specified deadlines, it must reduce the building permit fee by 10% for each business day that it fails to meet the deadline, unless the parties agree in writing to a reasonable extension of time, the delay is caused by the applicant, or the delay is attributable to a force majeure event or other extraordinary circumstance. 
 
A local government does not have to reduce the fee if the local government provides written notice to the applicant within the appropriate time frame specifically identifying the reasons the application is deficient. If the applicant revises the application within 10 business days after receiving such notice, the local government has 10 business days to approve or deny the permit unless the applicant agrees to a longer period in writing.
 
If the local government fails to issue or deny the permit within 10 days after receiving revisions, it must reduce the permit fee by 20% for each business day it fails to meet the deadline, unless the applicant agrees to a longer period. The bill directs the Florida Building Commission to modify the Florida Building Code to state that sealed drawings by a design professional are not required for the replacement of windows, doors, or garage doors in an existing one- or two-family dwelling or townhouse under specified conditions. The bill defines “private provider firm” as a business entity that offers services under Chapter 553, Florida Statutes, to the public through licensees who are acting as agents, employees, officers, or partners of the firm and specifies that a Florida-licensed building code administrator, an engineer or an architect may act as a private provider for an agent, employee, or officer of a private provider firm.
 
It prohibits a local building code enforcement agency from auditing the performance of a private provider until the agency has created standard auditing procedures as specified in the bill and provides that a private provider or private provider firm may not be audited more than four times in one year. Lastly, the bill requires the Commission to review standards for unvented attics before December 2024.
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City Appropriations | $3.625 miillion
N

Park Improvements
$200,000 eligible under the Florida Recreation Development

E Assistance Program (FRDAP) for Carter Park improvements.

Homeless Mental Health Housing Program Generators

_ , $175,000 received for stormwater pump station generators
$250,000 received for Mental Health Housing Program to

along the New River.
mental-health related homelessness cases.

£

Infrastructure

$3,000,000 received for Breakers Ave. Resiliency and Pedestrian

Improvements.
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NEIGHBOR SUPPORT SERVICES
There are 780 unsheltered individuals living on the streets of Fort Lauderdale on any given night (Point- In-Time Count, January 2023). One of the root causes of homelessness is mental health illness.
 
Homeless Mental Health Housing Program | $500,000 | Received $250,000
Recent data has shown an increase in homeless cases with individuals suffering from mental illness. The Homeless Mental Health Housing Program will result in a gradual decrease of mental health related homelessness cases throughout the city. Funding will be used to provide comprehensive wrap around services, including food and case management; and move-in costs for permanent housing.
 
PARKS AND RECREATION
The Commission supports full funding for existing parks infrastructure projects.
 
Carter Park Improvements | $272,500 | Eligible under FRDAP $200,000
As a result of recent cost escalations, many much-needed planned park improvements were either removed or deferred leading to a significant reduction in the community’s expressed desired elements and park needs. Funding will be used to resurface the Orange Bowl Football Field at Carter Park, which would result in an increase in usage by residents and visitors. Funding will also provide continued outdoor fitness opportunities in support of the city’s initiative to encourage its residents to live a healthy lifestyle.
 
RESILIENCE & INFRASTRUCTURE
The Commission supports full funding for infrastructure projects that fight sea level rise, the identification of adequate funding for water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure improvements; and maintaining, at minimum, $50 million recurring for beach re-nourishment, revitalization, and enhancement efforts.
 
This year, we received funding for two important projects:
 
Breakers Ave. Resiliency & Pedestrian Traffic Improvements | $4,000,000 | Received $3,000,000 
This project will create an iconic corridor providing a safe, accessible, attractive, climate-resilient public space serving neighbors and visitors in Fort Lauderdale.  Proposed improvements include streetscape elements such as pedestrian lighting, landscaping, shared used street design, and underground water and sewer utility upgrades. The project safety improvements include traffic calming, narrowing the roadway width, reducing the size of the intersections, increasing sidewalk widths, and improving the lighting. There is a $13.6 million funding gap due to inflation and supply chain challenges to construct the project. The requested amount will reduce the cost burden on Ft. Lauderdale taxpayers.
 
Stormwater Pump Station Generators | $700,000 | Received $175,000 
During storms and power outages, the pump-station is not operational, which may cause flooding downtown.  Two gas generators will ensure that the station remains operational during power outages, increasing the resilience in the downtown area, which significantly reduces flooding impacts. 
 
Sidewalk Repairs | $1,500,000 | Received: $1,500,000 | Governor Vetoed
The city has approximately 420 miles of sidewalk to maintain; and several throughout the city need improvements.  Presently, there are several damaged sidewalks throughout the City. The City is requesting $1.5 million to repair sidewalks, by constructing or reconstructing existing sidewalks within the City’s right of way. The result of these repairs will most likely reduce pedestrian accidents caused by damaged sidewalks and provide ADA access. Further, reconstruction will improve mobility and compliance with the American with Disability Act (ADA) standards. 
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