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CFLCA December 2020 Holiday Meeting 
Tuesday, December 8th, 2020 
Meeting Start: 6:30 PM
Meeting Notes

President Lockwood welcomed elected officials, city staff, community leaders, members and guests to the Annual Holiday Celebration of the Council of Fort Lauderdale Civic Associations.  
· This annual meeting would normally be in person at City Hall enjoying delicious food and good company.  She expressed the hope that all would enjoy the virtual program put together by the Council.
· As noted in the agenda:  all Regular business of the Council will be deferred to the January 2021 General Meeting
· To conduct roll call, general members present listed name and civic association in the chat.
· Board members present – Vice President and Corresponding Secretary Peloquin, 2nd Vice President Castillo, Treasurer Bowker, District 1 Rep Concannon, District 2 Albetta, District 3 Rep Stubbs, District 4 Rep Manning, Immediate Past President Mammano and Chair of Committees Ulmer are present.  Board member Currie is excused. 
· Review of agenda:  60-second messages of holiday hope, humor and gratitude, followed by the monthly Covid update we have come to rely on, from Dr. JJ Rajter, who we refer to as our local Dr. Fauci.  Then, we will have a visit from Santa.  He will be stopping in to assess the naughty from nice and to deliver some gifts!  
· Ms. Claus was introduced.  Santa Claus’s wife Ms. Claus joining us all the way from the North Pole.  

1st Vice President and Corresponding Secretary Peloquin introduced elected officials, city staff and community leaders and moderated the 60-second messages of hope humor and gratitude. 
There will be no neighborhood round robins this month to allow for 60 second messages of hope joy and gratitude. Speakers included: 

1. CFLCA 1st Vice President and Corresponding Secretary Peloquin 
2. Mayor Dean Trantalis 
3. Vice Mayor Steven Glassman 
4. Commissioner Heather Moraitis 
5. Commissioner Ben Sorenson 
6. City Manager Chris Lagerbloom 
7. City Attorney Alain Boileau 
8. Dr. JJ Rajter
9. State Representative Chip LaMarca 
10. Fire Chief Rhoda-Mae Kerr
11. Dr. Gregory Salters
12. Assistant City Manager Greg Chavarria 
13. Assistant City Manager Hal Barnes
14. James Club’s Ray Rapaglia
15. Senior Management Fellow Keith Farrell
16. CFLCA General Member Abby Laughlin


Dr. Rajter provided Covid updates emphasizing the increase in positive cases since Thanksgiving. He mentioned testifying before the US Senate earlier in the day.  

VP Peloquin (“Ms. Claus”) announced the arrival of Santa Claus.

2nd Vice President Luis Castillo, acting as Santa Claus, issued a Christmas trivia contest awarding $20-$25 e gift cards to local restaurants.   8 prizes awarded for the trivia contest.  2 prizes awarded for the best holiday attire (John Burns and Sarah Wesner.)  1st VP Peloquin announced the winners; Treasurer (Prancer) Bowker announced the specific awards.  Winners were encouraged to send their name and mailing address to the council email. 

Trivia Questions:
Q: In the song “Frosty the Snowman,” what made Frosty come to life?
A: Magic or an old silk hat are acceptable answers (“There must have been some magic in that old silk hat he found.”)

Q: What spy hides around the house and reports back to Santa on who has been naughty or nice?
A: Elf on the Shelf

Q: Who played George Bailey in the Christmas classic “It’s a Wonderful Life?”
A: Jimmy Stewart

Q: What Christmas-themed ballet premiered in Saint Petersburg, Russia in 1892?
A: The Nutcracker

Q: What animated 2004 film is about a train that carries kids to the North Pole on Christmas Eve?
A: The Polar Express

Q: “Miracle on 34th Street” centers on what real-life department store?
A: Macy’s

Q: What beverage company has been using Santa Claus in its advertising since 1931?
A: Coca-Cola

Q: What well-known Christmas carol became the first song ever broadcast from space in 1965?
A: Jingle Bells

1st VP Peloquin announced special giveaways.  

· NSU Art Museum – Anna Sorenson – two museum passes have been mailed to CFLCA members.  
· Museum of Discovery and Science – 1st VP Peloquin announced two museum passes with IMAX documentary film tickets included.  Mailing addresses to be forwarded to MODS staff.  

President Lockwood thanked all of the speakers and presenters and a special thanks to 
‘Ms. Claus’, ‘Santa Claus’ and ‘Prancer’. 

“Santa Claus” wished everyone a "Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night!"  “Martha Claus” wished everyone a Happy Hannukah and Happy Holidays as well. 

CFLCA Member Cummings mentioned the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn will look like one large star on the winter solstice, Dec. 21, 2020, in the southwest sky.  Suggested the Council let members know. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/christmas-star-will-be-closest-visible-conjunction-jupiter-saturn-800-n1250418?fbclid=IwAR3tvDjoRxei4-q0hep4hQ1K6YbKcRWuGzT5TYlbkpZvVRyJB6s7kq30Ck4 
President Lockwood adjourned the meeting adjourned at 7:40pm
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