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BCPS TEACHER OF THE YEAR FINALISTS ANNOUNCED
Thursday, February 27, 2014
Two elementary school teachers, two middle school teachers, one high school
teacher, and one alternative school teacher round out the six Teacher of the Year
finalists selected to be among the best of the best in Broward County Public
Schools (BCPS). One of the finalists will be named Broward’s top teacher at the
annual Caliber Awards recognizing Broward’s outstanding teachers on
Wednesday, April 30, 2014 at 5:30 p.m., at the Broward Convention Center.
Presenting sponsor of the Caliber Awards event is BrightStar Credit Union.
2015 Teacher of the Year Finalists
Sheryl Arriola, Westglades Middle School, Parkland
Christopher Crossman, Seagull Alternative School, Fort Lauderdale
Brenda Farkas, Glades Middle School, Miramar
Star Rosario, Silver Shores Elementary School, Miramar
Daniel Shapiro, Bennett Elementary, Fort Lauderdale
Andrew Shipe, Pompano Beach High School, Pompano Beach
Sheryl Arriola, Seventh Grade, Westglades Middle School
A 20-year veteran teacher, Arriola believes that “a high-quality education is no
longer just a pathway to success – it is a prerequisite.” As the Science Department
Chair, she’s preparing students with 21st century skills to become responsible
citizens, ready to compete in the business world and debate important issues.
Christopher Crossman, Sixth – 12th Grade, Seagull Alternative School
Christopher Crossman is committed to his students and the journey of life long
learning. He sees the school as a student’s extended family, and embraces the
notion that teachers are role models, not only for their students, but for their
colleagues and communities as well.
Brenda Farkas, Eighth Grade, Glades Middle School
Brenda Farkas is dedicated to making sure her students are the center of the
classroom. She creates a learning environment that is alive and vibrant. As a
mentor to her colleagues and a role model to her students, Farkas cherishes the
moments she spends with each student.
Star Rosario, Third Grade, Silver Shores Elementary School
Star Rosario knows that educating children is a partnership and relies on everyone
taking part in the journey of molding young minds. Her warm and positive energy
impacts her students as they strive for excellence in all that they do. “My students
are my source of inspiration. They keep me grounded as a teacher and remind me
of my true vocation and purpose.”
Dr. Daniel Shapiro, Kindergarten – Fifth Grade, Bennett Elementary School
Dr. Daniel Shapiro gives his best each day and goes above and beyond for
students, parents, staff and the school community. Although he is an educator, his
role extends beyond the school setting. He encourages all parents to spend some
time reading with their children. Shapiro believes that it truly does take a village to
raise a child.
Andrew Shipe, 10th and 12th Grade, Pompano Beach High School
Andrew Shipe believes the role of education is to ensure that every child has the
opportunity to master the fundamental skills to develop into a thriving adult. For

Shipe, learning not only takes place in the classroom, but in the world where
students realize the impact of their decisions.
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ABOUT BROWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Broward County Public Schools (BCPS) is the sixth largest public school system in
the United States, the second largest in the state of Florida and the largest fully
accredited K-12 and adult school district in the nation. BCPS has over 260,000
students and approximately 175,000 adult students in 229 schools and education
centers and 95 charter schools. BCPS serves a diverse student population.
Students are from 204 different countries and speak 130 different languages. For
more information about BCPS, visit (browardschools.com), follow us on Twitter
(@Browardschools)
and
like us ontoFacebook
(facebook.com/browardschools).
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